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December, a month filled with love, romance, humanity and gift giving events like Christmas and New Year's
Eve, which is the last day of the month and closes the year. The poinsettia has come to be the flower that is
symbolic of December; holly and mistletoe are also special floral decorations used at Christmas time.
December is known around the world as a family time of celebration honoring cultures, religions and traditions
that have been with humanity for hundreds of years.
Did you know the history of these Christmas Legends? The first artificial Christmas tree was made in
Germany, fashioned out of goose feathers that were dyed green … spiders and spider webs are considered
good luck on Christmas …“Jingle bells” was composed in 1857, but not for Christmas, it was meant to be a
Thanksgiving song … forest animals can speak in human language on Christmas Eve!

RATHDRUM, THE GRAND OLD LADY OF KOOTENAI COUNTY
Rathdrum is the oldest community and was one of the oldest settlements in the Idaho Panhandle, preceded
only by the trading settlements of Bonners Ferry on the Kootenai River and Seneacquoteen on the Pend
Oreille River. The first known settler in the Rathdrum area was a trapper by the name of Conners, who built a
cabin and established squatter’s rights in 1861. In the late 1860’s, the Pony Express route was established
connecting Walla Walla with Missoula. One of the 21 relay stations was located near the townsite of
Rathdrum. In 1871, Fredrick Post, Spokane and Post Falls pioneer, acquired Connors’ original squatter’s right
and later transferred the land to his son-in-law, Charles Wesley Wood, who then established a small ranch.
The real history of Rathdrum started with the construction of the Northern Pacific Railroad and the discovery of
gold in the Coeur d’Alene Mountains.
GOLD DISCOVERED, RATHDRUM BECOMES A MAJOR SUPPLY STATION
The discovery of gold in the Coeur d’Alene mountains in 1882-1883 brought hundreds of miners and settlers
into the area. At that time, the most accessible route to the mines was via the Northern Pacific Railroad from
the East or west to Rathdrum, then by stage to Coeur d’Alene City. Once in Coeur d’Alene City, the
prospectors could take the old Mullan Road to the mines or take one of the government steamboats across
Lake Coeur d’Alene and up the Coeur d’Alene River to the old Mission. Rathdrum became the primary
outfitting point for the Coeur d’Alene mines, and as a result developed into a very prosperous town with a
population of over 1,000 by 1884.
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NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD CROSSES THE PANHANDLE, RATHDRUM BECOMES A STATION SITE
Immediately after the survey of the Northern Pacific railroad in 1880, settlements began to be made in the
vicinity of Charles Wesley Wood’s ranch. When the track was eventually laid in July 1881, the railroad
established a station on the line near the Wood ranch. News of the new rail line and establishment of a station
in Rathdrum brought more settlers into the area. In July 1881, Charles Wesley Wood and M.D. Wright laid out
and platted a townsite, and by October a county government had been organized with Rathdrum as the county
seat. By the end of the year, Rathdrum had a post office, a livery and a general store.
D.C.Corin, a young entrepreneur from the East, constructed a spur from the main line of the Northern Pacific,
just a few miles west of Rathdrum, into Coeur d’Alene. A narrow gage line was hastily built from the Cataldo
Mission on the Coeur d’Alene River into the Silver Valley. Steamboats were used to transport the ore from the
Mission landing down the river and up the lake to the docks in Coeur d’Alene. Corbins railroad, the Spokane
and Idaho Railroad, would cause Rathdrum to lose its preeminence as a supply station for the mining industry
in the Silver Valley. Within a few months the population dropped from over a thousand to a few hundred.
RATHDRUM CONTINUES TO DEVELOP
Although the Spokane and Idaho Railroad carried much of the mining traffic across the prairie to Coeur
d’Alene, Rathdrum would eventually rejuvenate and continue to develop for the next 20 years. By 1891,
Rathdrum had become incorporated and a new county courthouse, a county jail, a hotel and several stores
had been constructed. Telephone service was established in 1895 and city electrifiction began in 1905.
During this time agriculture was developing south and west of the city and was contributing to the prosperity of
the town. By 1908 Rathdrum’s population had grown to 800 and the town consisted of three hotels, two drug
stores, a state bank and a private bank, one bakery, five churches, a furniture store, a feed store, three general
mercantile stores, a county courthouse and jail, a meat market, two telephone exchanges, one grain elevator,
and a brick grade school and high school. The town also had two railroad depots, two parks, a fraternal hall
and opera house, and a brass band.
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A big THANKS to our visitors, donors, members, and volunteers. It's with your presence, help, and support that
the Rathdrum Historical Society is able to keep the Jail Museum open and available to the community. We are
now closed on weekends until spring; however, for questions or if you want to schedule a group tour, please
contact us:

Call 208-625-0014 or visit our website:
www.rathdrumhistory.com or Facebook: “Old Kootenai County Jail Museum”
for additional information and questions.
MISSION STATEMENT:
To Maintain and Protect Rathdrum’s Historic and Cultural Resources for Future Generations
RATHDRUM JAIL MUSEUM
Rathdrum / Westwood Historical Society, PO Box 227, Rathdrum, Idaho 83858
MEMBERSHIP/DONATION: Individual - $20.00 Family - $30.00
Contributor / Donation - $________

Business - $50.00

Note: All donations of $250 or above (in cash or in kind) will be acknowledged on
our Donor Wall of Fame in the Community Room as well as on our website.
NAME _____________________________________________________ Date ________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________________
PHONE ________________________ E-MAIL __________________________________________
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